Disparity in our nation's health: improving access to oral health care for children.
The American public and its policymakers are beginning to recognize oral health as an integral part of overall health. Utilization of new technologies and preventive treatments has set a higher standard in the public's expectations of oral health and dentistry. There have been marked improvements in oral health indicators in the United States during the past century. However, some populations have not enjoyed the benefits realized by most Americans.